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The Overseas Development Institute, through 
the Research for Policy Change in Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific grant of the Australian 
Government Overseas Aid Program, has 
provided support to the Social Development 
Research Center for a study to be conducted in 
the Philippines on the political economy of the use 
of knowledge and research evidence in the design 
and delivery of urban reliance measures.

The study will be among the country case studies, 
also to be conducted in Cambodia and Vietnam, 
on the knowledge-policy interface in policy 
development. The studies are intended to 
strengthen participation and membership in the 
Evidence Based Policy in Development Network 
(www.ebpdn.org) in Southeast Asia, through 
innovative pieces of research implemented in 
close collaboration with local research 
institutes/government institutions.

Study on the Political Economy of the Use of 
Knowledge and Research Evidence 

to be Conducted by SDRC
The Philippine study seeks to identify and 
document the factors that favor or hinder the use 
of knowledge and research evidence in the design 
and implementation of the urban resilience 
measures in selected areas of the country.

The project is being headed by team leader Dr. 
Antonio P. Contreras with research associates Dr. 
Roberto E. Javier, Jr., Dr. Dennis S. Erasga, Dr. Ma. 
Teresa G. De Guzman, Mr. Marlon D. Era, and Dr. 
Melvin Jabar.

AusAID Provides Grant for Scholarship and Financial 
Assistance Program Study

The Australian Agency for International 
Development (AusAID), together with the 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED) and 
the National Economic Development Authority 
(NEDA), has commissioned the Social 

Development Research Center to conduct a 
“Comprehensive Study on Scholarship and 
Financial Assistance Program in the Philippines.” 
Headed by Dr. Roberto E. Javier, Jr. of the 
Psychology Department, the research team 
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A three-day intensive training workshop for 
research assistants of the project “Evaluation of 
the Process and Impact of PCP II Implementation 
in Ten Local Churches in the Philippines, with 
Dissemination of Findings to Various 
Stakeholders (CBCP, Episcopal Commissions, 
Diocesan Councils, Religious Congregations)” 
was held from January 27-29, 2012 at the 
Institute for Spirituality of Asia, New Manila. The 
research assistants are deployed in 10 local 
churches in Missio-funded areas in Luzon, 
Vizayas and Mindanao. 

The workshop was conducted to initially assess 
the submitted data and field work reports in view 
of systematizing the process of data gathering 
and collation of the ethnographic reports. The 
first day of the workshop was Orientation Day, 
which was facilitated by Dr. Ma. Teresa de 
Guzman and Mr. Dindo Café. The second day 

involved the Presentation and Critiquing of the 
Field Work Data, whereby the status of the field 
work,  the problems and cha l lenges  
encountered, and the plan of action were 
tackled. The third day session culminated in the 
orientation and briefing on the Focused Group 
Discussion questionnaire designed by Ms. Leah 
Valbuena. Questions about the conduct of 
eliciting responses from the key informants 
were answered and clarifications were made 
about foci of interest in the whole evaluation 
process of the PCP II programs. 

PCP II Project Director Dr. Ferdinand Dagmang, 
who spearheaded the training workshop, 
underscored the crucial role that RAs play in the 
creation of the Intermediate and Final Reports 
to Missio. The three-day training workshop re-
invigorated the RAs and gave them the impetus 
to further hone their skills as research assistants. 

Training Workshop for PCP II Research Assistants Held in New Manila

seeks to evaluate the current system of financial 
assistance programs funded by the Philippine 
government. The evaluation will focus on the 
effectiveness, efficiency, and equity of the 
programs. These indices (the 3 Es) will be 
analyzed within the ambit of the delivery of the 
programs, maximization of government 
resources, and the access and availability of the 
programs. Assessment data will be encoded and 
organized through a management information 
system (MIS) and will be analyzed for policy 
implications. The end goal of the assessment is to 
formulate policy recommendations for the 
comprehensive and integrated (Post-basic 
Education Scholarship and Financial Assistance 
Program (PESFAP).

Members of the DLSU-SDRC research team for 
the AusAID/CHED/NEDA project are SDRC 
Director and International Studies Department 
faculty member Dr. Dennis Trinidad; Dr. Dennis 

Erasga, Dr. Teresa de Guzman, Mr. Dindo Café 
and Mr. Graeme Armecin of the Behavioral 
Sciences Department; Dr. Homer Yabut of the 
Psychology Department; Dr. Ma. Guadalupe 
Salanga of the Counseling and Educational 
Psychology Department of the College of 
Education; Dr.Mitzie Irene Conchada of the 
DLSU School of Economics, and Mr. Oliver 
Malabanan of the Information Technology 
Department of the College of Computer 
Studies.
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New Book on Marketing and 
Women Issues in Agroforestry 
Released

Holding Their Own: 
S m a l l h o l d e r  
Production, Marketing 
and Women Issues in 
P h i l i p p i n e  
Agroforestry, a book 
written by former 
SDRC Director Ma. 
Elena Chiong- Javier 
together with Caroline 
Duque-Piñon, Agustin 
R. Mercado, Jr. and 
Manuel R. Reyes, has been published by the 
Center and uploaded to its website. According to 
the Foreword written by Dr. Reyes, a biological 
engineer, Dr. Javier shows, through the book, “the 
detrimental impacts of agricultural production 
practices on rural women, such as exposure to 
harmful chemicals especially when pregnant, use 
of machines designed for men, nutritional 
deficiencies due to poverty and overwork, and 
farm-related accidents and injuries. She offers an 
example of a women-friendly production 
technology deliberately researched and 
developed for women, which is vermiculture. 
Afterwards she shows how effective and gifted 
women are in marketing vegetables, advocating 
that women must be provided by government and 
society with avenues l ike post-harvest 
infrastructure and training, organized market 
information, better transport facilities to 
effectively market vegetables, and market policies 
redesigned with a bias to and for women. Small-
scale marketing must be redesigned for women 
and be a means to empower women in rural 
communities.”

The book contains six pieces whose coverage 
includes vegetable-agroforestry intervention, the 
dualistic vegetable supply chain, farm women’s 
market participation, vermicomposting, and 

health consequences experienced by women in 
agriculture in the Philippines. The writing of these 
pieces stemmed from the SDRC project entitled 
“Agroforestry and Sustainable Vegetable 
Production in Southeast Asian Watersheds 
Project,” which was developed under the 
“Sustainable Agriculture and Natural Resource 
Management Collaborative Research Support 
Program” managed by the Sustainable Agriculture 
and Natural Resource Management Collaborative 
Research and Support Program (SANREM-CRSP) 
of the Office of International Research, Education, 
and Development (OIRED) at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, with support from 
the United States Agency for International 
Development.

Research @ DLSU 2012 
Acknowledges Contribution of 
SDRC

The role played by the Social Development Research 

Center in the history of research at DLSU was 

emphasized in presentations made during the 

“Research @ DLSU 2012” Centennial Plenary 

Lectures held on February 15, 2012 at the Teresa 

Yuchengco Auditorium. Focusing on the theme 

“Remembering the Past, Living the Present, Creating 

the Future,” the Center was mentioned in the lecture 

delivered by University Fellow Dr. Exaltacion 

Lamberte entitled “Crafting Research System and 

Roadmap: CLA Yesterday, Today, and in the Coming 
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Better Homes and Other Fictions, a volume of collected 

prose by SDRC Coordinator for Research Dissemination 

and Publications Connie J. Maraan, was launched on 

February 29, 2012 at the Ariston Estrada Seminar Room. 

Sponsored by the Bienvenido N. Santos Creative Writing 

Center and the University of Santo Tomas Publishing 

House in cooperation with the DLSU Literature Circle, 

the double book launch also featured the poetry collection 

of Literature Department faculty member Dinah Roma 

Sianturi entitled Geographies of Light.

Providing the opening remarks was USTPH Publisher 

Cristina Pantoja Hidalgo, who mentioned having written a 

blurb for Maraan's first book Transient: Stories 1977-1994 

published by the DLSU Press. She also cited the short 

story “Stones” which is included in Better Homes and was 

also selected for inclusion in The Children's Hour, an 

anthology edited by Hidalgo in 2008. Both authors were 

introduced by Literature Department Vice Chair Vicente 

Garcia Groyon, after which they gave their responses and 

read selected pieces from their new books. The two 

books are included among the 400 titles released by UST 

as part of its quadricentennial celebration.

Maraan’s Better Homes and Other 
Fictions Launched at Ariston 
Estrada

Years” as the first research center established at 

DLSU, simultaneously with the school's shift from 

college to university. As one of the four centers that 

have served the College of Liberal Arts, she cited the 

continuous support it has received from the 

University in terms of facilitating access to funding 

from external organizations and providing “heroic,” 

competent faculty researchers, while at the same 

time seeking for stronger assistance in terms of 

infrastructure (as it has relocated a total of seven 

times since its beginnings in 1979).

University Fellow Dr. Tereso Tullao, Jr., Director of 

the Angelo King Institute for Economics Research and 

Development (AKI-ERD), in his presentation entitled 

“Development of Research Culture in Business and 

Economics at De La Salle University: The Roles of 

Individuals, Institutions and Incentives,” likewise 

cited the Integrated Research Center (IRC) (from 

which the SDRC evolved) as being an outcome of the 

Office of then Vice President for Development and 

Research Br. Paul Hebert, FSC. Among the 

responsibilities of Br. Paul's office at that time was the 

supervision of research-oriented activities within the 

institution, including the development of student 

research to meet thesis requirements, and the 

coordination of research training seminars on 

research methodology and management. Dr. Tullao 

also mentioned several outstanding SDRC 

researchers who have been faculty members of the 

College of Business and Economics, including himself, 

former IRC Director Rosemary Aquino-Fernholz, 

Rolando Galano, Dr. Divina Edralin, and Dr. Benito 

Teehankee.  The opening remarks for the program 

were given by Brother President Narciso Erguiza, Jr.
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